A Thousand Years of Savoy
Chivalry in New York: Inside

Alex Donner and his orchestra had everyone dancing — and dancing — at the 28th Annual Royal
Savoy Ball chaired by Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia under the patronage and presence of His Royal
Highness Prince Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy.

GUEST DIARY - BY: LEE FRYD

The Royal Order of Savoy. Conceived during Crusades. Blessed by Popes. Once
dedicated to Kings. Always to charity. The same ethos that inspired them to
help widows and children during the Crusades now guides them in the 21st
Century. Chivalry, humanitarian aid and social services.

His Royal Highness Prince
Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy, Duke
of Savoy, Prince of Piedmont, and
Prince of Venice, has inherited the
mantle of Grand Master of the
Dynastic Orders of the Royal House
of Savoy from his father, Prince
Vittorio Emanuele of Savoy, Prince
of Naples. His first cousin, Prince
Dimitri of Yugoslavia, Savoia on his
maternal side, helms the New York
order.

They held a weekend of grandeur and
glamour that began with a Friday
cocktail party, Saturday induction of
their new Knights and Dames,
Sunday Morning Mass. All anchored
by the 28th Annual Royal Savoy Ball
chaired by Prince Dimitri “under the
patronage and presence of His Royal

Highness Prince Emanuele Filiberto Prince Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy and his
di Savoia” cousin Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia
celebrating a millennium of Savoy history
and humanitarian service at the 2025 Royal
Savoy Ball.

Geoffroy van Raemdonck was Vice
Chair. Dinner Committee Chairs
were Sharon Bush, Janice Pecora and Mary Snow. Event Chair was Carole
Bellidora Westfall. After dinner, Alex Donner and his orchestra had
everyone dancing — and dancing!

The Princes have taken the cachet quotient next level. Prince Dimitri said he had
spent all year talking about it to his prominent circle. They showed up:
dressed and animated. “There were some Italians,” he said. “A few friends
flew in from London. You saw such nice young pretty things there, because 1
asked my friends to bring their children. One even gave a table to her
daughter to fill. Not only are we looking to foster a new generation, but, it’s
more fun to have them there”
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A Thousand Years in the Toasting: Guests gather for the cocktail reception at the 28th
Annual Royal Savoy Ball.

Guests at table.

Guests included: Adriana Abascal, H.S.H. Princess Dorothée-Anastasja
d’Arenberg, the Duke and Duchess of Medinaceli, H.H. Princess Caroline
Murat, H.E. Don Marco de Guadamillas y Cortés, Prince Dushan of
Yugoslavia, Princess Valerie of Yugoslavia, Her Imperial Highness Princess
Saba Kebede, Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie and H.H. Dr.
Prince Mario-Max Schaumburg-Lippe, Geoffroy van Raemdonck, Sergio
Fernindez de Cordova y de Veyga, Tracy Amon, Shannon Getty, Ginevra
Bulgari, Alejandra Cicognani, Sharon Bush, Vanessa Noel and Barbara
Winston showed up.

Dimitri also reached out to honor charming and chic Robert and Francesca
Agostinelli, who picked the American Italian Cancer Foundation (AICF) as
the evening’s beneficiary.




Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia, Robert Agostinelli, Francesca Agostinelli, Adriana Abascal, and
Prince Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy.

Robert is the self-made Chairman and Co-Founder of the Rhone Group
private equity firm, director and advisor for several European and American
philanthropic and civic institutions, a member of the Council on Foreign
Relations, and a founding member of the Friends of Israel Initiative, to
name several of his accomplishments. He's also an homme du monde, who
counts former French President Nicolas Sarkozy and former Spanish Prime
Minister José Maria Aznar as close friends.

And he likes to bring his own tequila! For long evenings with Prince Albert
of Monaco, said Emanuel, “We always bring our tequila for after dinner as a
salute to his great principality and leadership.”

Convivial evenings with fellow HRH's aside, Emanuel takes seriously the role he
assumed less than two years ago, with the passing of his father. He travels
extensively to support their fundraising and was proud to announce the
Dynastic Orders of the House of Savoy were able to donate $1,150,000 this
year to charities.

“This remarkable achievement is a reason for pride, but also a
responsibility,” he told the room, “a call to continue with renewed
determination. Our mission must address the challenges of our time:
standing with the most fragile, promoting equality and solidarity, and
preserving both our cultural and spiritual heritage.”

Chivalry for Children’s Causes has always been the Savoy mission. Thus,
Dimitri was a perfect choice for his role as the Agostinelli family’s Godfather
to their second daughter.




Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia, Cav. Gr. Cr. Avv. Frank Desiderio, and Prince Emanuele
Filiberto di Savoia.

Like everything he does, Dimitri takes this role to heart. “My daughter desired to
come to New York and told me, ‘I want to see my Godfather,” Francesca
shared. “He took her to lunch at Cipriani. At some point, I left the table and
when I came back, she was having the best time of her life. They were
laughing and sending me selfies with funny faces. Dimitri is one of the best
and the most intelligent people I've met in my entire life. And he’s so great
with children!
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“He’s the brother I wish I always had.” “She’s a goddess,” said he.

Francesca Agostinelli spoke passionately on the podium about the evening beneficiary: the
American Italian Cancer Foundation she supports.

Francesca is also an entrepreneur, former TV personality, Trustees of Museo
del Prado and the National Museum of Monaco, President and co-founder
of NetworkHER (that brings women from different fields together) who
holds first-class honours degree in Literature and Philosophy. She’s on the
Board of the American-Italian Cancer Foundation, where she told the room,
“I have witnessed firsthand the extraordinary work it does: providing free
cancer screening for underserved communities, advancing early detection,
supporting medical research, and offering hope where it is most needed ...
including free prostate cancer screenings to men who might otherwise lack
access to these essential services.”

It is part of the philanthropic code for those blessed by fortune by which
these families live. The Savoia’s had one of the greatest collections of jewelry
in the world, confiscated when the Italian royals were exiled. Dimitri
remembers those treasures and the stories behind them he learned from his
grandmother and mother, Princess Maria Pia. He compiled these hitherto
untold personal tales into a book, Once Upon a Diamond.




A jeweler always knows a gem when he sees one. Prince Dimitri returning the compliment
to Francesca Agostinelli.

Not surprisingly, Dimitri left a career in finance to become Senior Vice
President of Jewelry at Sotheby’s, later head of Jewelry at Phillips de Pury &
Luxembourg auction houses. In 1999, he began designing jewelry, forming
Prince Dimitri jewelry (PrinceDimitri.com) in 2007.

“It's all bespoke,” he told me. “My specialty is for people to bring me their
old jewelry that they don't like: granny’s pearl necklace or their first
engagement ring, a polite little sapphire with two little round diamonds, for
example. I work with them to remount everything. They tell me what their
taste is, what their favorite colors are. I become like their psychiatrist — and
I read their mind a little bit. Then, I present different designs based on our
conversations. They choose one or two and we take it from there. Half the
jewels you see in the book are those that I've remounted for people.”

People who now have jewels designed — from the heart — by royalty.
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L. tor.: Wesli Spencer, Prince Dimitri of Yugoslavia, and Geoffroy van Raemdonck; Barbara
Tober.
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Prince Dimitri, Barbara Winston, Sergio Fernandez De Cordova, Allysa Fernandez De
Cordova, Marie Sofie Brugsch, and Marco Cortes.
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L. tor.: Antoine Turzi and Princess Caroline Murat; Dr. Penny Grant and Prince Dimitri of
Yugoslavia.
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L. to r.: Eniko Mara-Somkuti and Stephen Somkuti MD; Thomas and Janice Pecora.
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L. to r.: Vanessa Noel; Janice Henderson, David Henderson, and Dama di Gran Croce Vivian
Cardia.
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L. to r.: Cav Conte Pierre-Jacques de Foras and Countess Tanya de Foras; Stewart Lane and
Bonnie Comley.




Brian Stewart, Kari Jonassen, Gigi Fisdell, and Father Enrique Salvo.
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION
OF SAVOY ORDERS

Carole Bellidora Westfall, David M. Hayes, Nazanin Mansouri, and Behzad Mansouri.

AMERICAN FOUNDATION
OF SAvOY ORDERS




L. to r.: Dr. Sharda Harvey andAnthony Viscogliosi; Jacqueline Weld Drake and Bill
Beadleston.
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Sharon Bush, Ruth Miller, Sylvia Hemingway, HH Dr. Prince Mario-Max Schaumburg-
Lippe, Ann Van Ness, and Judy McLaren.

Cav. Gr. Cr. Robert Ruffalo, Tara Ofsink, Darren Ofsink, and Cav. Gr. Cr. Dott. Daniel
McClory.




Enrico Bruni, Prince Mario-Max Schaumburg-Lippe, Mary Snow, Ian Snow Jr, Mona
Arnold, and Soren Felden.

i » LN ;
Jean Marc Neimetz, Sara Lopatin, Margaret Ann Neimetz, Kim Tambascia, HRH Prince
Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia, Ann Paskor, and Sterling Kromas.




L. to r.: Donna and Richard Soloway; CEO Cav. Gr. Cr. Dott. John Laurent Gelati and
Christiana DiNardo, Miss NY 2025.
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Geoffroy van Raemdonck table.

Prince Mario-Max Schaumburg-Lippe on the dance floor, with Maribel Lieberman ...

.. and Ann Van Ness.

Photographs by David DuPuyy “Watt.com & Nicolette Richards/Amb, dor Images.
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SOCIAL DIARY Dec 29
As her stock rose and her
position in society solidified,
she became inimitably 'Kitty'
— a name that, to some, was
synonymous with a sharper
four-letter word. Say hello
(again) to the legendary Kitty
Miller. Read More

SOCIAL DIAR Dec 31
As the 2Ist-century “civilization
train” speeds forward, DPC
takes a late-hour seat to reflect
on the gift of work, the
accidental path of progress,
and the simple beauty of a
family retreat. Read More
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New York Social Diary — created in 2001 —
rves as a social, historical, and cultural

chronicle of life in New York City.
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GUEST DIARY Dec 26
The Royal House of Savoy
proves that while kingdoms
may change, true chivalry is
forever. Lee Fryd joins Prince
Emanuele Filiberto and Prince
Dimitri of Yugoslavia and
shares an inside look at the
2025 Royal Savoy Ball (its 28th
edition). Read More.

SOCIAL DIARY Jan 1
As we open the door to 2026,
we look back at the faces and
places that filled our mailboxes
this year. From traditional
scenes of the North Pole to the
family photos and ‘creature
companions' of today, our
annual gallery of holiday
kindness is here. Read More

SOCIAL DIARY Dec 30
In these final days of the year,
the spirit of the city is captured
in both service and celebration.
From the solemn investiture of
the Order of St. John to the
festive kickoff of the 70th
Viennese Opera Ball, New
York's season concludes with a
deep commitment to heritage,
diplomacy, and the enduring
power of giving. Read More
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